
Is it for a Schedule 
II drug 

Yes

No

No

Yes

Is it for a Schedule 
III, IV, or V drug 

Yes

No

Is it from:
*  Skilled Nursing Facility

*  Intermediate Care Facility
*  Home Health Care, or

*  Hospice?

Oral or Fax Prescriptions for Controlled Substances:

NOTE:  Faxed prescriptions on new security form will 
come through as "VOID", the pharmacist must institute 
procedures for verifying authenticity prior to 
dispensing. 

Proceed with 
normal controlled 

substance 
dispensing 
practices

Not a controlled 
substance Rx - 
proceed with 

normal dispensing 
practices
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Retain original 
prescription 
record for 3 

years

Oral or Fax  
 Controlled 
Substance 

Prescriptions 

Pharmacist must:
*  Reduce Rx 
to hard copy

*  Sign and date
*  Record name of 

person 
transmitting 
prescription

Not a valid 
prescription

Effective July 1, 2004

Basic Elements of Dispensing

This flowchart highlights changes in California law pertaining to the 
prescribing and dispensing of controlled substances resulting from Senate 
Bill 151 of 2003.  It is not intended to be, and is not, a comprehensive 
guide to all federal and state law requirements pertaining to prescriptions 
for, or dispensing of, controlled substances.


